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Circular 16: Undesirable Medical Advertisements Ordinances

The Department of Health of the HKSAR Government has set forth very strict rules and
regulations related to medical advertisements.

According to the Undesirable Medical Advertisements Ordinance, Cap.231 of the Laws of Hong
Kong, no person shall publish, or cause to be published the following:
e Any advertisements likely to lead to the use of any medicine, surgical appliance or
treatment for
o the purpose of treating human beings for, or preventing them from contracting any
disease or condition specified in column 1 of Schedule 1 (except for a purpose
specified in column 2 of that Schedule); or
« treating human beings for any purpose specified in Schedule 2 of the Ordinance
e Any advertisement: offering to procure a miscarriage of women; canvassing, inviting or
inducing the procuration of miscarriage of women; or referring to anything in terms which
are calculated to lead to the use of that thing for the procuration of miscarriage of women
e An advertisement for an orally consumed product which makes for the product a claim
specified in column 1 of Schedule 4, or any similar claim, except as allowed under the
provisions in column 2 of that Schedule

Advertisements include any notice, poster, pamphlet and label on product and any announcement
made orally or by means of producing or transmitting light or sound. It is possible that
representatives from relevant government departments would conduct an on-site inspection
during the Fair for any misbehaviours or irregularities.

The maximum penalty for contravention of the Ordinance is $50,000 and 6-months’ imprisonment
for a first offence and $100,000 and 1-year’s imprisonment for a second or subsequent offence.

The full text of the Ordinance can be downloaded from the Bilingual Law Information System at
http://www.legislation.gov.hk/eng/home.htm. For compliance with the requirements of the
Ordinance, Exhibitors should also consult the Guidelines on Undesirable Medical Advertisements
Ordinance available at the website of the Drug Office of the Department of Health at
http://www.drugoffice.gov.hk.

The Exhibitor agrees to comply with the said conditions, and to exempt HKTDC and Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre (Management) Limited from, and indemnify them against all
liabilities whatsoever incurred from any complaint lodged or proceedings instituted by any person
arising from any offence committed under the regulations by the exhibitor.
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